Childhood vasculitis hospitalizations in Spain, 1997-2011.
The aim of this study is to describe the childhood vasculitis hospital burden in Spain (1997-2011), considering type of disease, hospitalization rates and time trends. Data were obtained from the National Discharges Basic Minimum Data Set (National Patient Data Base). Inpatient events of children younger than 15 years of age were analyzed. Principal diagnosis of vasculitis were selected according Ninth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases: Takayasu arteritis, Polyarteritis nodosa, Kawasaki disease, Wegener`s granulomatosis, Churg-Strauss syndrome, and Henoch-Schönlein purpura. A total of 14518 children hospitalizations related to vasculitis were identified in Spain from 1997 to 2011. The average hospitalization rate for children was 13.33±1.71 per 100,000. Henoch-Schönlein purpura and Kawasaki disease were the most common type of vasculitis, hospitalization rates were 11.00 and 3.97 per 100,000 children, respectively. Other vasculitis hospitalizations are much rare in childhood. Average length of stay was 6.04 days and estimated cost per inpatient hospital care was 2,847€. Hospital case fatality rate was 0.05% for overall vasculitis. In conclusion, epidemiological data of childhood vasculitis are useful both to health decision-making and to identify research priorities.